
Mariah Estes, a client at  
Sunflower, places bracket mounts in 

bags for Oversize Warning Products, Inc.  
at our manufacturing plant. 

Employment Opportunities 
 

Shawn Bates said “it is difficult to put into words” 
how much he appreciated the phone call from a 
local business co-owner. 
 

As our director of production, Shawn always seeks 
more employment opportunities for clients and 
that is exactly what Clayton Heidelberg proposed 
during the phone call. He co-owns Oversize  
Warning Products Inc., 258 SE 20 Road, Great 
Bend, with David and Raquel Huddleston. 
 

“We can’t thank  
Clayton and the  

Huddlestons enough 
for providing more 
jobs,” Shawn said.  

“We are very excited  
to begin a nurturing, 
long-lasting relation-

ship with this great  
local company. 

 

“The contract has a 
positive impact on   

Sunflower’s bottom 
line. But the biggest 

reward is seeing                     
       people become more 
         independent and 

        confident, while enjoying  
the rewards of earning their own paychecks.” 

 

Clayton said Sunflower is allowing his company to 
meet growing production needs, as it               
manufactures safety signs and flags for the    
trucking industry. 
 

“Our primary products are yellow ‘Oversize Load’ 
signs, and red or orange flags,” Clayton said. 
“When you drive through Great Bend, you can see 
our products on the fronts, backs and corners of 
trucks hauling windmill blades or other large 
equipment.” 
 

He called Shawn because “I had heard good 
things about Sunflower. They support people on 
the job and pay them a fair wage. I am happy to 
use their services when they do so much for our 
community. 
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“I encourage others to talk with Shawn Bates. He 
has been a pleasure to work with and made the 
transition a breeze when we moved some of our 
processes to Sunflower.” 
 
20th Annual Pancake Feed 
 

Almost 400 people were served at our Sept. 16 
Pancake Feed, which raised just over $2,600.  
Proceeds from the raffle for 13 gift cards from   
local and area businesses totaled an additional 
$700. 
 

The raffle wouldn’t have been possible without our 
sponsors – Brad and Sarah Shirer, Sarah Krom 
and Delgado’s. 
 

“We cannot thank these sponsors enough,” said 
Cody Harris, our director of planned giving and 
community supports. “Our heartfelt appreciation 
also goes to all volunteers, staff and those who 
bought tickets for the event. 
 

“Everyone who donated time and/or money can be 
assured all proceeds will go to the Sunflower    
Diversified Services Foundation to support infants, 
toddlers and adults. We appreciate the generous 
community support for Sunflower and the people 
we serve.” 

Steve Hamilton, owner of Chris Cakes, displays his  
pancake making skills during our recent 20th Annual Pancake Feed  

at Prince of Peace Parish Center. 



Did You Know? 
 
Jodee compiled a few facts and figures to outline the scope of 
CHS activities and services. Did You Know …. 
 

 Community Habilitation Services began in 1992. 
 

 At any given time, CHS serves between 25 and 30      
clients. 

 

 About a third of these people have severe disabilities; 
CHS assists them with eating, personal hygiene and other 
needs. 

 

 A hot tub is available to help people with mobility. 
 

 Some people are living independently and come to CHS 
to participate in crafts projects and Cooking Corner. 

 

 A few CHS clients are retired and no longer work at our 
manufacturing plant. 

 

 Others split their time by working at the plant half day and 
enjoying CHS the other half. 

 

 Clients choose activities with the help of our monthly    
calendar. 

 

 CHS staff help administer care with the support of our 
Medical Department. 

 

Personal Accomplishments—Brooke 
 
Brooke Suppes, 19, graduated from Great Bend High School 
this year and quickly found a spot in the vocational-
rehabilitation program through the Kansas Department for 
Children & Families. Because of this opportunity, she is     
discovering what job options may be available to her. 

 
As part of the program, 
Brooke participated in a work        
assessment at the Salvation 
Army in Great Bend. She is    
relying on this and other   
experiences to review her job      
opportunities for the future. 
 
Voc-rehab enables individu-
als with disabilities and     
delays to find jobs in the 
community. A job coach 
helps them get started and 
determines if any adaptive 
equipment is needed. 
 
When a person starts in  
community employment, a 
job coach is available for 90 
days to ease the transition. 
 
From all appearances, 
Brooke’s skills and personali-
ty will allow her to go far in 
any job she chooses. She 
loves working with numbers 
and thoroughly enjoyed her 
first work assessment. 

Jodee Demel, CHS facilitator, and Vivian Bryant share some time  
with Buck the rabbit. 

Featured Employee—Jodee 
 
Jodee Demel has served clients at Sunflower for eight years 
in a variety of capacities. But her recent work as CHS        
facilitator has resulted in her recognition as Featured         
Employee of the Quarter. 
 
CHS stands for Community Habilitation Services; its goal is to 
help people attain and improve daily-living skills. This        
involves physical, occupational and speech therapies, pain             
management and other services. 
 
Jodee began her Sunflower career as a sleepover staff    
member and later devoted some of her time to Residential 
Services. “I discovered how much I enjoyed working with   
clients,” recalled Jodee, who has been at CHS more than 
three years. “I began helping people by taking them shopping 
and performing some household tasks – whatever they   
needed.” 

 
 
In addition, clients enjoy craft projects, water games,          
restaurant outings and Cooking Corner. 
 
Before the days of COVID-19, Jodee accompanied clients to 
destinations such as the Kansas State Fair, Rolling Hills Zoo, 
Cosmosphere and many local attractions including Brit 
Spaugh Zoo and the Great Bend Public Library. 
 
“It is great to see the smiles on their faces when they are out 
in the community. They not only have fun, they gain new 
skills and more independence and self-confidence. It’s so           
rewarding to see people working toward a goal and smile 
while they are doing it.” 
 
Amanda Urban, director of compliance and quality            
assurance, said “Jodee is as dedicated as anyone I know. 
She goes above and beyond consistently to ensure people’s 
needs are met. Jodee is truly a blessing to Sunflower; she 
does what needs to be done and inspires others to be the 
best they can be.” 
 
 
 
 

Brooke Suppes works at the Salvation 
Army in Great Bend during a  

vocational-rehab  
assessment. 



Linkin makes great strides in tiny-k services. 

Teachers at the high school speak highly of Brooke because 
she is kind-hearted, adapts well to change and always has a 
sweet smile for everyone. 
 
Since Brooke has been in Sunflower’s targeted case       
management for almost three years, we also have gotten to 
know her. We agree with her teachers: Brooke will be       
successful in work and in life. 
 

 
Personal Accomplishments—Linkin 
 
At birth, Linkin was diagnosed with amniotic band syndrome, 
which happens when fibrous bands of the amniotic sac get 
tangled around a developing fetus. As a result, he was born 
with several deformities of his fingers and toes. 
 
Linkin was 11 months old when he started our Early          
Education Center’s tiny-k services as an active, playful child. 
He was crawling all over the house and just starting to pull 
himself into a standing position. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During his first months with Sunflower, Linkin demonstrated 
even more progress. He now pulls himself to standing with 
confidence and takes steps along the couch; he is so excited 
as he begins walking. 
 
Linkin also enjoys eating, eating and more eating. He uses 
his fingers to pick up food and has become quite good at it. 
 
Grandma and Grandpa have been instrumental in Linkin’s 
progress and we are eager to see him continue to grow. This 
partnership between a loving family and Sunflower ensures a 
productive and rewarding future for Linkin. 

 

Sunflower Diversified Recycling Grand Opening 

Personal Accomplishments—Tyler 
 
Anyone who wants to see an illustration of a well-balanced, 
productive life could simply follow Tyler Rockhold around for 
a day or two. 
 
Tyler lives in one of our two group homes because he      
thoroughly enjoys interacting with his roommates and others. 
This is obvious because he is usually smiling from ear to ear. 
 
When he isn’t working at our manufacturing plant, Tyler loves 
playing his version of baseball, bowling, stringing beads, 
dancing and taking walks with staff. He spends most        
Sundays with his family. 
 
Tyler, 30, has participated in Day Services since 2012; about 
18 months later, he started receiving Residential Services. 
 
With the support of our caring, professional staff Tyler has hit 
upon a nice balance of a rewarding life at home and work. He 
will go far. 
 

 
 

Email Delivery of Newsletter 
 
If you would prefer to receive  
this newsletter by email in the  
future, please forward your email  
address to info@sunflowerdiv.com.   

Shawn Bates, left, presents Jay Sheck, Great Bend, with a  
Napoleon TravelQ portable grill, courtesy of Eldridge Fencing.   

Jay won the grill at the Sunflower Recycling grand opening on July 31  
when he brought in 686 pounds of newspaper.   

Shawn is our director of production and recycling. 

Tyler Rockhold tears pages from a book as the first step to the  
shredding process in our recycling operation. 



Martin Trejo works toward a goal of increasing the amount of time  
he will wear his glasses. 

Central Kansans should commend our ABA professionals. 
When they coordinate with loving and engaged families,    
children can look forward to a brighter future. 
 

Ride For Independence 
 
The proceeds from our fourth annual Ride for Independence 
came to more than $2,100 that is earmarked for a heavy-duty 
swing set for Sunflower individuals, including those who use 
wheelchairs. This total includes some sponsorships from 
2020, when the ride was canceled. 
 
Everyone who participated had a great time, with the help of 
perfect weather and our new twist on the event. 
 
Instead of the typical poker run, which entails the collection of 
playing cards for a poker hand, participants accumulated  
poker chips at each stop along the route. Chips earned a  
varying amount of points. 
 
“We cannot express how much we appreciate each and every 
sponsor, volunteer, rider and passenger,” said Cody Harris, 
director of planned giving and community support. “All of us 
also are grateful to the city of Great Bend for allowing us to 
congregate at Party in the Park - the final destination of our 
ride.” 

Personal Accomplishments—Martin 
 
Three-year-old Martin Trejo began receiving Applied         
Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy in August 2020 at          
Sunflower. He had just turned 2 and had received a           
diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder a few months earlier. 
 
When Martin came to us, he was using only a few words and 
wouldn’t sit for more than a few seconds at a time. He was a 
very active boy and was unable to follow simple directions or 
make eye contact when his name was called. 
 
Today Martin uses many words to communicate, including    
2- and 3-word sentences. He sits and attends to group      
activities and reacts when his name is called, and follows 
requests to sit, stop and come here. Martin also understands 
the word “no.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, Martin answers simple questions and          
demonstrates empathy for and awareness of others. He can 
name all the letters of the alphabet and numbers to 20; he 
also identifies 10 colors and 8 shapes, and can label at least 
50 pictures of objects. 
 
“In the past few months, it seems like it is starting to click,” 
Martin’s mom said recently. “He understands so much and 
has made huge progress.” 

Stefani Bender-Shumate, Great Bend, accepts her  
Poker ”Chip” Run prize from Sunflower’s Cody Harris.   

She won 20 percent of the rider entry fees for having the most points. 

Visit our unique boutique offering creations from  
Sunflower’s artists along side….. 

 

Botellas   ~   Brooks & Bleus Rustic Home Décor   ~   Craftz by Mady Co 
 

Custom Freeze LLC   ~   Deep Woods Customs   ~   Grammi D’s 
 

Harold Harrison   ~   JK’s Custom Creations   ~   Karrie Sleder    
 

Kellie Honey Farm LLC   ~   Lois Dean   ~   Lon Palmer   ~   Nannies Touch 
 

   Nita’s Attic Creations   ~   Patty’s Salsa   ~   PennyTbeads 
 

Quail Meadow Farms   ~   Rex Rosenberg   ~   Ron’s Original Crafts 
 

Ruby’s Boutique   ~   Sticky Spoons   ~   Sunflower Metal Designs LLC 
 

Turkey Knob Farms   ~   Wreaths by Judy   ~   Von Pounds 
 

5523 10th St., Great Bend, KS     620-796-5326 



Contributions—July through September 2021 
The following individuals and businesses have contributed to the support of Sunflower’s programs and special projects.   

Dollars received by the Foundation are gifted to the Agency to supplement local, state and federal funding.   
Our supporters and partners are very important to us, and we appreciate the involvement of each and every one.   

If you know of anyone we have missed, or if we need to update our information, please let us know. 

Contributions 
Anderson Schwarz Financial 
Kathi Hoffman-Barnes 
Chris & Vicki Batchman 
Beck Chiropractic 
Lawrence Boor 
Clarke Well & Equipment, Inc. 
Tom & Marcia Coleman 
Credit Union of America 
John & Crystal Cross 
Adeline Eakes 
Farmers Bank & Trust 
Randy & Annette Goering 
Ashley Howell 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Gerald & Judy Jenisch 
Jim & Judy Johnson 
Keller Real Estate & Insurance 
Sarah Krom 
Austin & Bobbi LaViolette 
Fred & Pat Lohrey 
Marmies 
Marjorie Miller 
Mike & Carrie Minton 
Ed & Carol Oborny 
Ann Parker 

Contributions (continued) 
Dennis & Kathy Pechanec 
Jon & Jodi Prescott 
Dan & Heather Quillin 
Rosencrantz-Bemis Enterprises Inc. 
Bob & Denise Schreiber 
Alan & Janet Schremmer 
Mark & Julie Smith 
Spectrum CPA Partners LLC 
Barbara Steiner 
Roy Weber 
Juan & Shelby Zuniga 
 
Ride For Independence 
10th Street Liquor Stop LLC 
Burton Real Estate 
Sarah Krom 
Mac*Clet Electric 
NKD Trucking 
Panzer Insurance 
South Bend Industrial Hemp 
 
Raffle Sponsorship 
Delgados 
Sarah Krom 
Brad & Sarah Shirer 
 

Memorial—Melba Stos 
Gloria Anders 
Bea Axman 
Dale & Nancy Brady 
Lawrence & Shelly Broce 
David & Vickie Dreiling 
Ken & Juanita Dreiling 
Connie Ensley 
Flame Engineering, Inc. 
Perry & Karla Holopirek 
Gerald & Judy Jenisch 
Elwyn Maneth 
Randel & Mary Rose Pickle 
Jim & Marilyn Rodgers 
Dennis & VirJean Scheuerman 
Carol Snook 
Chuck Stos 
Doris Straub 
Tommy & Shawn Suppes 
Dale & Marta Wagner 
 
Restricted—Remodeling Project 
David & Deanna Essmiller 
 
Restricted— 
         Beautiful Minds Art Studio 
Linda Lamb 

Pancake Feed Sponsorship 
AdamsBrown, LLC 
Nex-Tech LLC 
  Special “Thank You” to everyone 
      who purchased tickets to our 
       20th Annual Pancake Feed! 
 
Invest In Kids 
Carr Auction & Real Estate 
Randy Cobb 
Dick & Reva Dougherty 
Glenda Gaunt 
Normalee Isern 
Isern & Carpenter Law 
Carol Pospishel 
 
Memorial—Billy Krom 
City of Great Bend 
Steve & Debbie Giebler 
Nex-Tech 
Jon & Jodi Prescott 
Sunflower Diversified Services, Inc. 
Mary Lou Warren 
Larry & Jan Westfall 
 
Memorial—Vaughn Duncan 
Mark & Lori McLeland 

“Remodeling Project” 
 
In an effort to always be improving & finding ways 
to better provide for the people we serve, we are 
in the process of remodeling an area at our airport 
location to provide services for our most fragile 
and retired population.  Moving this great group of 
people to this newly remodeled area will allow our 
operations to become more efficient and effective. 
 
 

Please send your gift restricted to the “Remodeling Project”. 
 
 
Name:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________ Phone:________________________ 
 
 
 
Sunflower Diversified Services Foundation 
5611 10th St. 
Great Bend, KS  67530 

This is where you, our wonderful supporters, come in!   
We need your help funding this project! 



Sunflower Diversified Services “Invest In Kids” Club needs your 
help.  ‘Grant the Giraffe’ knows the “Invest In Kids” Club ensures 

the future of infants and children with developmental delays.  
You may donate annually, quarterly or monthly,  

whatever works best.  All proceeds go to Sunflower Early  
Education Center and Incredible Years Preschool.   
The children and their families will be grateful. 


